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The Accumulation

of Merits through Speech

Gao panlong (1562 — 1626, Ming Dynasty )

English translation: Ven. Zhi Yue

Speech is a way that can greatly accumulate
merits.

When one sees wholesome actions of others,

endorse it with one’ s speech.

When one sees unwholesome actions,

admonish it with one’ s speech.

When people have disputes,

reconcile with one’ s speech.

‘When people suffer injustice

clarify with one’ s speech.

Do not pry into other’ s personal life,

nor discuss other” s private affairs,

in this way, merit is boundless.

The reason for one’ s downfall,

has eighty—percent to do with one’ s speech.

from Gaoshi Jiaxun
( Gao Family Motto )
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